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ABSTRACT OF THE TALK

The aim of this talk is to introduce the subject of spin glasses, and more generally the
statistical mechanics of quenched disorder, as a problem of general interest to
physicists and mathematicians from multiple disciplines and backgrounds. Despite
years of study, the physics and mathematics of quenched disorder remains poorly
understood, and represents a major gap in our understanding of the condensed state
of matter. While there are many active areas of investigation in this field, | will narrow
the focus of this talk to our current level of understanding of the low-temperature
equilibrium structure of realistic (i.e., finite-dimensional) spin glasses.
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University in 1979.
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